Michigan Supreme Court
State Court Administrative Office
Trial Court Services Division
Michigan Hall of Justice
P.O. Box 30048
Lansing, Michigan 48909
Phone (517) 373-4835

MEMORANDUM
DATE: May 11, 2006
TO: All Judges and District Court Magistrates
FROM: Sandi Hartnell
RE: Recent Change to Marriage License

The State Register recently revised the marriage application and marriage license. Signature
lines for the bride and groom have been added to the certificate of marriage portion of the
marriage license. A sample of the revised marriage license is attached.

The following information was provided to county clerks regarding the marriage license change:

“The marriage license and certificate is being revised at the request of the Vital Records
Committee of the MACC to require the signature of the bride and groom in the certification
section. Senate Bill 1106 has been introduced that would require this change. The objective is
to enhance the ability to authenticate that the marriage has occurred as certified by providing the
handwritten signatures of the couple.

“With regard to the signatures of the couple and the name to be used, if either intends to change
their name upon marriage, and as the signature would follow the solemnization of the marriage,

the name to be used as a result of the marriage is the preferred signature.”

Questions should be directed to Glenn Copeland, State Registrar, at (517) 335-8677.
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